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1 . I CONVEYED TODAY USG RESPONSE TO LETTER DATED DECEMBER 28, 

1976 FROM SWEDISH BOARD OF CIVIL AVIATION. MY LETTER TO THE BOARD 
WAS BASED ON PARAS 2, 3, AND 5 OF REF A AND WAS SENT THROUGH THE 
MFA, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DESIRE OF MFA POLITICAL DIRECTOR 
LEIFLAND THAT ALL EMBASSY COMMUNICATIONS ON THIS CASE BE THROUGH 
HIS OFFICE. 
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2. EMBASSY WISHES TO POINT OUT THAT WHILE SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 
(PARTICULARLY THE CRASH OF A SWEDISH PASSENGER AIRCRAFT NEAR 
STOCKHOLM ON JANUARY 15) HAVE REMOVED PUBLIC AND MEDIA COMMENTARY 
ON THE JANUARY 5 INCIDENT FROM THE NEWS, SWEDISH AUTHORITIES 

ARE NOT REPEAT NOT DROPPING THE MATTER, AS INDICATED IN LAST 
SENTENCE OF PARA 2 OF REF B. THE COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY APPOINTED 
TO LOOK INTO THE SEPTEMBER AND JANUARY INCIDENTS INVOLVING 
US MILITARY AIRCRAFT REMAINS RESPONSIBLE FOR SUBMITTING 
AN OFFICIAL REPORT ON ITS FINDINGS AND, AS POINTED OUT IN 
REF C, FOREIGN MINISTER SODER ASSURED THE RIKSDAG ON 
JANUARY 19 THAT THE COMMITTEE'S REPORT WOULD BE ISSUED 
WHEN COMPLETED. IN EMBASSY'S OPINION, IT IS UNLIKELY 
THAT RIKSDAG MEMBER C.H. HERMANSSON, FORMER CHAIRMAN 
OF THE SWEDISH COMMUNIST PARTY, WILL PERMIT THE 
COMMITTEE'S REPORT TO BE FORGOTTEN. 

3. THE EMBASSY WOULD ALSO DRAW THE ATTENTION OF 
ADDRESSES TO PARA 4 OF REF A AND PARA 4 OF REB B 
CONCERNING THE SOVIET COMPLAINT OF A SECOND NEAR MISS 
INCIDENT ON JANUARY 5 INVOLVING THE SAME RC-135 AIRCRAFT 
AND ANOTHER AEROFLOT AIRCRAFT. THE SECOND CROSSING, AS 
INDICATED IN REF D, OCCURRED APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR 
AFTER THE FIRST, VERY NEAR IF NOT EXACTLY ON THE 
BOUNDARY OF SWEDISH-CONTROLLED AIR SPACE. THE RADAR 
SCOPE FILMS SEEN BY SWEDISH DEFENSE STAFF OFFICIALS AND 
THE EMBASSY'S AIR ATTACHE SHOW THE RC-135 AIRCRAFT IN 
THIS INSTANCE PASSING EXTREMELY CLOSELY BEHIND THE SOVIET 
AIRLINER. WHILE THESE FILMS ARE CERTAINLY SUBJECT TO 
VARIOUS INTERPRETATIONS, PARTICULARLY BECAUSE THEY DO NOT 
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INDICATE VERTICAL SEPARATION, THERE IS NO DOUBT WITHIN 
THE SWEDISH DEFENSE STAFF THAT THE TWO AIRCRAFT PASSED 
VERY SUBSTANTIALLY CLOSER TO EACH OTHER THAN THE FIVE 
NAUTICAL MILE SEPARATION DESCRIBED BY THE RC-135 AIRCREW. 

UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES AND BECAUSE SWEDISH DEFENSE OFFICIALS 
ARE PROBABLY WILLING TO TESTIFY OTHERWISE, THE EMBASSY BELIEVES 
IT THE BETTER COURSE NOT TO INDICATE THE FIVE NAUTICAL MILE 
SEPARATION TO SWEDISH AUTHORITIES AND WILL NOT UNLESS SO 
INSTRUCTED. 

SMITH. 

UNQUOTE HARTMAN. 
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